
















































Orders and Stalks 3 7

who voluntarily gave up his possessions, much like the heroes of
the saints' lives in the later Roman Empire.

Anthologies have been produced of statements idealizing the
simple life, philosophical or bucolic, and even poverty.' But they
must be treated with discrimination. "Poverty," said Apuleius in
the middle of the second century (Apology 18.2-6), "has always
been the handmaiden of  philosophy.... Review the greatest
rogues whose memory has been preserved, you will find no poor
men among them. . . Poverty, in sum, has been from the begin-
ning of time the founder of states, the inventor of arts." Out of
context that seems straightforward enough. The context, however,
is not irrelevant. Apuleius, son of a high official of Madaurus, a
Roman colony in North Africa, had spent many years abroad,
chiefly in philosophical and rhetorical study. On his return to
North Africa, he married a wealthy woman older than himself,
a widow for fourteen years, and was brought to trial by her son on
the charge of seduction through magic. The bill of particulars
included the claim that Apuleius was a poor fortune-hunter; he
replied, in his defence from which I quoted, with the inconsistency
permitted in a  pleader. First, he argued, what is wrong with
poverty? Second, he continued, I  am in fact a fairly rich man,
having inherited (with my brother) nearly two million sesterces
from my father, most of which remains despite the costs of my
travels and my liberality.

In another sphere, there is the famous remark the historian
Thucydides (2.37.1) attributes to Pericles: "Neither is poverty a
bar, but a man may benefit his city whatever the obscurity of his
condition." Again very straightforward, but it was precisely the
exceptional character of Athens that Pericles was praising. Not
many Greek states of the classical period, and none at all in the
ancient world at any other period, allowed poor men of obscure
condition to play a positive constructive role in political life, and
even in Athens it is almost impossible to find a man of modest
means, let alone a really poor man, in a position of leadership.

Nevertheless, I do not wish to argue away the exceptions. There
are always exceptions, and it is perhaps more significant that the
























































































































































































































































































